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What is ZDHC (Zero Discharge of Hazardous 
Chemicals)?

The ZDHC (Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals) program is a global initiative aimed at

eliminating the use of hazardous chemicals in the textile, leather, apparel, and footwear

industries. It was launched by major global brands to protect the environment and

promote safer chemical usage in manufacturing processes.

The core element of ZDHC is the MRSL – Manufacturing Restricted Substances List, which

restricts harmful chemicals used intentionally during production. ZDHC promotes

sustainable chemical management practices and encourages companies to align with best-

in-class environmental compliance.

Information on ZDHC Conformance Levels

ZDHC Conformance is achieved in three levels, reflecting the depth and verification of

compliance:.

Level Criteria Verification

Level 1
Safety Data Sheet (SDS) Review, Analytical Test 

Reports, Ingredient Disclosure

Verified by ZDHC Approved 

Certifiers

Level 2
Includes Level 1 + On-site Audit to verify Quality 

Management Systems

Verified by a Third-Party 

Auditor

Level 3
Includes Level 2 + Hazard Assessment Capability and 

Monitoring

Verified by a Third-Party 

Auditor

What are the Characteristics of ZDHC?

• Global Scope: Adopted by leading global fashion, footwear, and apparel brands

• Science-Based: Focus on chemical safety, hazard assessment, and toxicological review

• Holistic: Covers chemical inputs, processes, and discharge

• Manufacturing-Focused: Targets chemicals used in manufacturing, not just in final products

• Transparent & Collaborative: Uses open data platforms like the ZDHC Gateway
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Benefits of ZDHC Certification

• Increased Market Access to global brands demanding sustainable sourcing

• Compliance with international sustainability standards

• Improved workplace safety for workers handling chemicals

• Stronger supplier relationships and global brand visibility

• Environmental protection through cleaner production processes

• Credibility and transparency with verified MRSL conformance

• Listing on the ZDHC Gateway to showcase certified products

What are the Focus Points of ZDHC Certification?

• Elimination of Restricted Substances in chemical formulations

• Standardization of SDS (Safety Data Sheets) and chemical documentation

• On-Site Verification of chemical handling, storage, and disposal systems

• Development of Hazard Management Systems for long-term sustainability

• Compliance with ZDHC MRSL v3.1 (or applicable version)

• Uptake of Best Practices for sustainable production

To achieve ZDHC MRSL Conformance, the following documents are typically required:

• Safety Data Sheet (SDS) – must follow GHS format and be updated

• Analytical Test Report – showing results for MRSL substances from a ZDHC-approved lab

• Ingredient Disclosure Form – full disclosure of chemical components

• Certificate of Analysis (COA) – for certain formulations

• Quality Management System Manual (Level 2 & 3)

• Audit Reports and Checklists (for Level 2/3)

• Hazard Assessment Report or System (Level 3)

• Proof of Registration on ZDHC Gateway

• Labeling & Packaging Information

What All Documents Are Required for ZDHC?
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Who needs ZDHC MRSL Conformance?
• What are the latest ZDHC guidelines?inting, finishing), and even brands focused on 

sustainability

What are the latest ZDHC guidelines?
• ZDHC MRSL v3.1 is the latest version. PQSmitra helps clients align with all updates and 

future versions.

• MRSL stands for Manufacturing Restricted Substances List. It includes harmful chemicals 

banned during manufacturing—not just in the final product.

What does ZDHC MRSL mean?

Can PQSmitra support remote or pan-India clients?
• Yes! Our team works across India and offers remote/onsite services for faster turnaround

Will my products be listed publicly?
• Yes, once certified and uploaded to the ZDHC Gateway, your products are visible to 

brands and buyers.

What happens after certification?
• You must maintain compliance, update documents, and prepare for periodic re-

verification

Can I skip to Level 3 certification?
• No. ZDHC requires sequential conformance starting from Level 1 and building up to Level 3.

How much time does it take for each level?
• Level 1: 2–4 weeks

• Level 2: 1–2 months

• Level 3: 3+ months

Is ZDHC only applicable to textiles?
• No. It applies to textiles, leather, apparel, footwear, rubber, foam, and more
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Do I need a Quality Management System (QMS)?
• Yes, for Level 2 and above. PQSmitra can help you implement a compliant QMS if you don’t 

have one.

How Will PQSmitra Help You in ZDHC Certification?

PQSmitra is your expert partner in achieving ZDHC MRSL Conformance across all three 

levels. Here’s how we support you:

• Initial visits & Review of the Existing System

• Gap Analysis & Documentation (Records & Procedures)

• Training and Hand holding/ Support for Implementation

• Final Verification before Audit 

• Assessment by the Certification Body

• Corrective Action on Observation & Improvement (if any) 

• Rewarding ZDHC Certificate to the Organization 
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