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What is OCS (Organic Content Standard)?

The Organic Content Standard (OCS) is an internationally recognized certification that
ensures the integrity of organic content in textile and non-food products. Developed by
Textile Exchange, OCS verifies the presence and amount of organic material from the
source to the final product. It applies to any non-food product containing 5% to 100%
organic material, providing transparency and credibility in the supply chain. It mainly has 2
types:

1. Blended certification (5% to 94%)

2. 100 Organic (95% to 100%).
This certification is crucial for businesses involved in the textile, fashion, and personal care
industries, ensuring compliance with organic labeling requirements. It enhances brand
trust, supports sustainability, and meets consumer demands for organic and eco-friendly
products. OCS certification is obtained through third-party verification, tracking the
organic content through documented chain-of-custody procedures.
By adhering to OCS standards, businesses demonstrate their commitment to sustainability

and ethical sourcing, gaining a competitive advantage in organic markets.

Benefits of OCS Certification

* Enhances brand credibility and trust among consumers.

* Ensures transparency in the supply chain.

* Provides third-party validation of organic content.

* Helps in compliance with international organic regulations.

* Increases market access and customer preference for organic products

* Promotes sustainability and responsible sourcing..

Characteristics of OCS

* Verifies organic content in non-food products.

* Follows a strict chain-of-custody process.

* Requires third-party certification for compliance.

* Applies to products containing 5% to 100% organic material.

* Recognized globally in the textile and organic industries
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Focus Points of the OCS Certification

* Verification of organic material from farm to final product.
* Traceability and documentation in the supply chain.

* Compliance with international organic standards.

* Use of credible and independent certification bodies.

* Avoidance of harmful chemicals and synthetic additives

Required Documents for OCS Certification
* Supplier’s organic certificate.
* Raw material purchase records.
* Production and processing documentation.
* Inventory and transaction records.
* Labeling and packaging details.

* Final product specifications

Who needs OCS certification?

* OCS certification is ideal for businesses in the textile, fashion, and personal care

industries that use organic content in their products..

Is OCS certification mandatory?

* No, but it helps brands gain consumer trust and access organic markets

What is the validity of OCS certification?

* The certification is valid for one year, requiring annual renewal

How long does it take to get OCS certified?
* The timeline varies but typically takes 8 to 12 weeks depending on the readiness of

documentation.

How is the organic content in a product verified?
* A third-party certification body audits and verifies the supply chain documentation to

confirm the organic material content
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How does OCS differ from GOTS certification?

* OCS verifies organic content but does not set environmental or social criteria like GOTS

(Global Organic Textile Standard

What are the key steps in obtaining OCS certification

* The process includes application submission, verification, training, document

preparation, third-party audit, and certification approval.

Can blended products be OCS certified

* Yes, products containing at least 5% organic material can be OCS certified under the

appropriate labeling categor

Can small businesses apply for OCS certification?
* Yes, OCS certification is available for businesses of all sizes, including startups and small

manufacturers

What documents are required for OCS certification
* Key documents include the supplier’s organic certificate, purchase records, inventory

records, labeling details, and final product specifications

How PQSmitra Helps in OCS Certification
* At PQSmitra, we make the OCS certification process smooth and efficient for your
business. Here’s how we help you achieve the Organic Content Standard certificate:
* Initial visits & Review of the Existing System
* Gap Analysis & Documentation (Records & Procedures)
* Training and Hand holding/ Support for Implementation
* Final Verification before Audit
* Assessment by the Certification Body
* Corrective Action on Observation & Improvement (if any)

* Rewarding OCS Certificate to the Organization .
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